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   What does the Modern Slavery Act mean to you? 

 

The need for a Humber-wide partnership to confront modern slavery 

Matthew Grove – Police and Crime Commissioner for Humberside 

 

“Slavery is theft - theft of a life, theft of work, theft of any property or 

produce, theft even of the children a slave might have borne.” 

(Kevin Bales, Understanding Global Slavery - 2005) 

 

WELCOME 

 

Welcome to everyone here today. 

 

The turn-out today is staggering – this shows modern slavery is an issue 

we need to tackle head-on.  Thank you to everyone. 

 

I’m stood here today talking about something similar to what we did two 

years ago with Child Sexual Exploitation – I asked everyone then to accept 

that the unimaginable could be happening in our communities – modern 

slavery is another heinous crime … and it’s happening right under our 

noses. 

 

KEVIN HYLAND 

I extend a big thank you to Kevin Hyland – our National Anti-Slavery 

Commissioner. 

We all need to support Kevin in spearheading the United Kingdom’s 

response to modern slavery. 

 

Kevin has my full support. 

 

Humber Modern Slavery Partnership 
Fighting Human Trafficking and all forms of Exploitation 



WHY MODERN SLAVERY IS SO IMPORTANT TO ME 

We must protect the most vulnerable in society. 

 

Slavery is a horrific crime – it undermined the fabric of a civilised society. 

 

History lessons – I remember the text books – I thought slavery has been 

abolished by William Wilberforce – but it has continued. 

It is happening right now in our communities – vulnerable and 

disempowered men, women and children; many of whom are British; are 

being targeted by perpetrators. 

Modern slavery must no longer be a ‘hidden’ crime.   

 

HUMAN TRAFFICKERS’ TRICK VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

They make false promises of good jobs and good education – but we all 

know that they are forced to work for nothing and with mental threats or 

physical violence. 

 

WE ALL KNOW SLAVERY EXISTS 

Harrowing stories in the media – normal human beings trafficked for 

exploitation into criminal activities such as cannabis cultivation, small 

thefts or benefit fraud. 

 

It frustrates me that these people – these victims – are still prosecuted 

even though many are compelled to commit crimes whilst their exploiters 

enjoy impunity. 

 

WE STILL FAIL VICTIMS 

Modern slavery is getting more media and government attention, the 

response of many organisations here today, including my own, sadly still 

fails many of these victims. 

 

THE FIGURES 

Facts vary about how many people are enslaved varies. 

 

UN estimates that 27 million people are currently enslaved across the 

globe. 

 



International Labour Organisation (ILO) estimates that there are 5.5 

million children in slavery, trafficking, and other illicit activities 

worldwide. 

 

Nationally, the government has started to respond through the National 

Referral Mechanism (NRM).  Whilst it’s a positive step, even that doesn’t 

yet fully identify, assist and protect victims of modern slavery. 

 

WE’VE ALL GOT LOTS TO DO TO CHANGE THINGS 

Modern slavery is a classic high-yield, low-risk business – yes, a business.  

We need to turn this on its head, but it will require the efforts of 

everyone here today. 

 

MY CHALLENGE TO EVERYONE HERE TODAY 

 

Number 1: 

Focus our combined efforts on identify and protecting victims and 

potential victims. 

 

How do we spot the signs?  physical appearance, isolation, poor living 

conditions, few or no personal effects, restricted freedom of movement, 

unusual travel times, reluctance to seek help – all of these are signs. 

 

Do your colleagues know how to spot the signs?  Do they know the best 

thing to do when they spot the signs? 

 

Number 2: 

 

Help victims recover – we must make them feel safe. 

 

The key is to give them the confidence to come and tell any one of us – it 

doesn’t matter which of us if we work together – the police, criminal 

justice agencies, partners, voluntary bodies – they will quite rightly go to 

where they feel most confident, and that’s absolutely fine. 

 

So long as they feel confident to tell at least one of us, we must make 

sure we then do the right thing, and also not view them as offenders. 

 

 



Number 3: 

 

Open the public’s eyes – empower communities to be able to see the 

unimaginable. 

 

MY PLEA TODAY 

 

Everyone here today needs to work with me in establishing and 

strengthening our partnership approach. 

 

I am deeply encouraged by the work of the recently formed Humber 

Modern Slavery Partnership, driven by Steve Clay and his colleagues from 

the Hull Safeguarding Adults Partnership Board. 

 

I thank them for putting on this fantastically attended event today. 

 

We cannot combat modern slavery alone.  It’s a complex issue. 

 

I urge you all to consider how we can work together to develop a 

comprehensive pan-Humber partnership response from local 

government, law enforcement, healthcare professionals, the third sector, 

schools and academies, national bodies such as the Gangmaster’s 

Licensing Authority, and even the media. 

 

We need to maximise our reach whilst minimising the demands on our 

individual organisations.  I believe this approach is vital if we are to 

ensure an effective and sustained response. 

 

We need to share information, intelligence and experience; focus our 

resources on achieving the best outcomes for victims and potential 

victims, and improve the care and support that we provide to them. 

 

We also need to clearly prosecute more criminals involved in modern 

slavery. 

 

I want to see: 

 

• Joined-up approaches – with groups and community organisations 

working together with those at risk of vulnerability to exploitation. 



• Collaboration with organisations supporting workers in vulnerable 

sectors – farming and food production for example. 

 

• Closer co-operation with the health sector – so staff can spot the signs 

of slavery. 

 

• Greater awareness in our schools. 

 

• Joining together of media responses and campaigns. 

 

• How we can fill our evidence gaps by working with academia – like the 

work we are undertaking in Hull with the University and the 

Wilberforce Institute through key people such as Professor Gary Craig, 

Dr Shahrzad Fouladvand and Professor Gerry Johnstone. 

 

Finally, as I said at the start, modern slavery should no longer be a hidden 

crime – this is not an acceptable stance – we can no longer look the other 

way. 

 

It is a shared issue, which requires shared responsibility, and a shared 

solution. 

 

As the Anti-Slavery Commissioner rightly states … “We have a moral duty 

to act … nobody should suffer from a loss of freedom.” 

 

So let us do all we can to make this happen … and finally drive out the 

disease of slavery. 

 

Thank you. 


